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sized. After visiting Cracow and Lwow they returned home on
June 29. In that month the Witos Government was shaken by the
continued financial crisis. Negotiations for loans abroad were not
successful, and the situation did not improve. In the summer and
autumn several strikes occurred among the workers because of
the rise in the cost of living; these increased the difficulties of the
Government; the catastrophic daily tumble-tumble of the Ger-
man mark reacted unfavourably on the Polish mark; in spite of
all, the Government preserved an optimistic front, abolished
Ministries, reduced the number of functionaries, and made other
economies, while striving at the same time to check speculation
and to control prices. The capital levy was imposed. In October
the Government invited Hilton Young, an English financial
expert, to act as its financial adviser, and he got to work without
delay. The situation, as in Germany, grew worse. Yet it was not
the calamitous fall of the mark that brought about the fall of the
Witos Government some weeks later; it was a question of domestic
politics.
WITOS OVERTHROWN
The Seym resumed on October 9, 1923. Witos made a statement
in which he admitted that the political and economic restoration
of the country was difficult, but asserted that persevering work
would accomplish it. On October 17 the Seym passed a vote of
confidence in the Government by 208 votes to 197—a much
reduced majority. At the end of the month Korfanty was brought
into the Cabinet as Vice-Premier and Dmowski became Foreign
Minister, the evident intention being to strengthen the Govern-
ment by the inclusion of these Chiefs of the Right. A few days
previously a quarter of a million workers had gone on strike at
Lodz; there were strikes elsewhere; a general strike was pro-
claimed at Cracow on October 27, but was not put in force
throughout the country till November 5-6; serious rioting oc-
curred at Cracow. The situation was growing desperate. Mean-
while in the Seym politics centred once more on the question of
agrarian reform, towards the solution of which Witos had done
something by creating in July 1923 a Ministry of Agrarian

